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GUIDELINES FOR
RADIO AND TELEVISION PROGRAMMES

The responsibilities of Radio and Television as powerful
mass media are enormous. The basic objective of
broadcasting and telecasting are four-fold: dissemination of
information, extension of eduction, motivation for
development activities and entertainment. For realisation of
these objectives, Radio Bangladesh and Bangladesh
Television will follow the undermentioned guidelines in
formulation of their programmes:

1. Programmes shall be formulated on the basis of the
State policies and the Principles of the Govt. of
Bangladesh.

2. Realistic steps shall be taken to make the people of
Bangladesh responsible citizens imbued with political,
State, social policies and principles of the Government
of Bangladesh and above all with patriotism.

3. There shall be expression and development of
Bangladeshi nationalism for defending the sovereignty
of Bangladesh, for political stability and also for
economic development.

4.  Efforts shall be made to reflect the country's traditional
and own Muslim culture, heritage and ideologies for
the development of Bangladeshi culture, establishment
of intimate relationship of the people with Bangladeshi
culture by inspiring various regional cultural trends
with the ideals of Bangladeshi nationalism and
patriotism.

5. Full respect shall be shown to all religious feelings.
There shall not be any humiliation, sarcasm, aspersion
or criticism against any people, religion, sect or
individual. Communalism must be avoided.

6. As far as practicable, there shall be pictorial
presentation of people's participation in development
activities, especially voluntary participation and
motivation of the people in such programmes. To
achieve this end, discussion programmes with pictorial
presentation shall be arranged. Efforts shall be made to
imbibe the people about the dignity of labour and utility
of physical labour. It should be reflected through
programmes that it is neither disrespectful to work with
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of industries in the country and that of indigenous
technologies.

Encouragement shall be given for utilizing the creative
thinking and powers of the youth and indications
should be given for solving their problems.

Positive steps should be taken through programmes to
imbibe the womenfolk for equal and active
participation along their counterparts in all spheres of
life like politics, economic and religious fields so that
they can play a real meaningful role in nation building
activities.

Children shall be given proper training to be courteous.
They shall be taught cleanliness and made interested in
religion, social affairs and national life and specially
the ideals of the great presonalities of Islam. In the
programmes for the minor children a sense of respect,
co-operation and goodwill towards parents and elders,
family members and the neighbours shall be
prominently reflected. Calumny, dispute and scene of
quarrels shall be avoided in the programmes for the
children.

Corruptions in all forms must be eradicated and clear
remedial measures must be identified with a view to
heightening the moral values and removing all forms of
anti-social activities.

No indecent utterances should be broadcast or telecast
in the programmes.

No views or opinion of any political nature should be
propagated directly or indirectly or through
advertisements in the programmes.

The programme shall be designed to reflect honesty,
loyalty, discipline, patriotism, frugality and civic
responsibilities in the individual, family and social life.
All concerened employees and members of the public
shall be made conscious of their responsibilities in the
maintenance and the preservation of national
properties.

Sense of respect for law shall be imbued among the
people.

No programme showing cruelty to human being or
animal shall be projected. This may be relaxed in the
case of dramas with due moderation.



25

26.

27.

The role of the freedom-fighters in the liberation war
should be glorified in the programmes.

Vulgar scenes and kiss shall be totally avoided in all
films and programmes, whether national or foreign.
No programme of violence and terrorism or anything
against our cultural values shall be projected.

White publicising the quality of any commodity in any
advertisement no other commodity shall be
undermined. The advertisement must not contain nay
indecent and obscene scene or utterance.

Bangaldesh Television Film Censor Guidelines

and Rules

Viewers of Bangladesh Television are mainly members of
a family of different age-groups. Amongst the viewers there
are children, juveniles and youths on whom TV progammes
leave deep impression. Since the viewers are of different age
groups, impact on them varies. Evaluation is to be made
whether the Television programmes are compatible with the
social, cultural, geographical and political traditions and
values of Bangladesh.

| 9

Keeping in view these considerations each film is to be

judged on its own merits.

a)  Film which are likely to degrade the moral value
of viewers, create admiration of the viewers
towards crime, heinious deeds and sin will either
not be recommended at all or suitably censored.

b) Law, religious belief, custom, political ideology,
tradition, history, hertiage of no country shall be
belittled.

¢) Actof crime, misdeed or hot-headedness that are
likely to create sympathy in the mind of viewers
shall not be incorporated in the plot even though
these may be absolutely necessary for its
development.

d) Institution of marriage, domestic sanctity shall be
held high and viewers must not have the feeling
that sexual relatinship of vulgar nature is
acceptable and normal.

e)  Films are to be judged keeping in view the finer
feeling of the viewers. There must not be any
vulgarity in dialogues or physical postures.
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f)  Nakedness, naked shadow of human beings,
taking off clothes, vulgar physical postures,
naked sexual acts, suggestive or symbolic dance
or vulgar desire shall not be shown.

g) Films for late night showings are earmarked for
adults only. Keeping this mind some concessions
may be given but in that case also essence of
censor guidelines must be kept in mind.

In view of the rules mentioned above film shall not be

considered suitable for the Television screening if it

contains the following elements:

Ridicule national ideology or ambition,

Insult or ridicule Bangladesh or people of Bangladesh,

or cast asperion on the national traits of the people of

Bangladesh or any tendency that may harm solidarity

or integation of Bangladesh as an independent state,

Malpropaganda against any race or class with a view to

encouraging distintegration or unrest,

Exposure of military or government secret information

that may endanger security of the state,

Sympathetic attitude towards breaking law or

encourage sympathy towards, breaking law,

Aspersion on armed forces/police or any other forces

deputed for maintenance of law and order in the

country,

Any publicity in favour of any state that may influence

any dispute between Bangladesh and that state or any

publicity that may damage friendly relationship
between Bangladesh and that country,

Scenes detrimental to the prestige and history of any

particular sect, race or country,

Distortion of historical fact,
Ridicule, insult or attack on any religion,

Creation of disharmony or hatred between different
religious groups, caste or sect,

Approval of immoral activities.
Insult to generally accepted moral values,

Sympathy to or eulogy of wicked or immoral
character,
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Arguments in favour of attaining great things by evil
design,

Attempt to degrade the sanctity of marriage as a social
institution,

Rape, immoral sexual act, criminal assault on women,
illegal trafficking of women and children, teasing,
prostitution and pimping,

Alluring or obscene physical posture,

Addition of any bed-scene other than morally accepted
ones,

Scene containing excessive horror, torture,

Scene of physical torture or excessive labour pain,
Sexual disease, excessive blood spilling injury and
inflicting deep injury,

Real scene of hanging, gruesome murder, killing by
strangulation and suicide,

Scenes that may encourage commissioning of crime in
innovative design,

Scenes ridiculing or tarnishing the image of
Government official engaged in curbing or detecting
acts of crime.

If a film is deemed to have encouraged people to
commit crime, it will not be given certificate even
though in that film it may be seen that the criminals
have been punished in the end.

The intention of issuing certificate for late night
showing is not to ban a film as a whole or a part or
some part of the film. If the film remains unsuitable for
screening even after deleting portions properly, the
film will be banned as a whole.

Guidelines regarding selection of foreign
films for telecast on Bangladesh Television
Bangladesh Television will follow the guidelines as
under in regard to selection of foreign films telecast.
Films have to be consistent with the programme policy
of Bangladesh Television and the Bangladesh
Television film censor codes.

Concerned films should be in conformity with the
Constitution of the country and the fundamental
principles of the State and its social, religious, cultural,
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geographical, political and traditional values.

Films should bear such contents as will help in
developing moral standard of the viewers and
encourage them to refrain from violence, hatred, crime,
misdeeds or influence them to indulge in moral
turpitude.

Films should be based on social values.

Films influenced by ghastly/miraculous sequences
which create adverse reaction among the viewers and
particularly hampers personality development of the
children will not be acceptable.

Plot, episodes and dialogue of the films should be such
that they do not give rise to the tendency of juvenile
delinquency or create adverse reaction on the minds of
the children.



